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Many hundreds of years ago, there lived many Jewish families in the
city of Prague. Although they worked hard, many people in Prague didn’t
like them. Sometimes Jewish businesses were looted. Sometimes their
homes were burned. And sometimes they were killed.

In that time there was a wise rabbi, a great teacher, living in Prague.
His name was Rabbi Loew. He knew a way to help his people. He would
build a man of clay. He would make the Golem.

Rabbi Loew shaped clay into the form of a man’s body. And when he
was done, he walked around the clay man seven times, chanting, “Shanti,
Shanti, Dahat, Dahat.” The Golem then opened his eyes and sat up.

“Golem,” said Rabbi Loew. “I've made you so you can help and protect
my people.” The Golem nodded.

“Every day I'll tell you what to do,” continued Rabbi Loew.

At first the Golem was a great gift to the Jewish families of Prague. He
helped them in their work and protected them. But the Golem wanted
more. So Rabbi Loew taught him to read. But reading about people made =
him want even more. He wanted to be human.

Rabbi Loew couldn’t make the Golem human. The Golem became
angry and began to attack the people he had earlier helped. He became a
monster.

Rabbi Loew had no choice but to chase the Golem from
Prague. No one knows what happened to the Golem. And no

one knows where he is today. )
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