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INTRODUCTION

Aim of the report

The aim of the report is to give an accurate witness of the “ERASMUS + KA2 Mobility” in the Finnish school Raudaskylän Kristillinen Opisto in Ylivieska. The report contains the work and the recreational activities from the 12.12.2016 to the 12.16.2016 by the four students of the Italian school Liceo Statale A. Manzoni in Caserta: Clemente Ilaria, Cristillo Sabrina, Guarino Vittoria e Vernazzani Vittorio. They participate with eight Finnish students, eight Romanian students and other four of the Liceo Statale A. Manzoni in Caserta  to the two-year project “THE EUROPEAN NEWSROOM”  of the European plan “ERASMUS + KA2”. During the time abroad they were accompanied by the Italian teacher Mr. Melone of the Liceo Statale A. Manzoni in Caserta. The other two schools that take part in the project are: the Finnish leading school Raudaskylän Kristillinen Opisto of which the spokesperson is the Finnish teacher Mr. Kangasluoma and the Romanian school Liceul Teoretic Dr. Mihai Ciuca of which the spokesperson is the Romanian teacher Mrs. Craciunescu, the Italian teacher Mrs. Abbate is the spokesperson of the Italian school participating to the project. 


Description of the project “THE EUROPEAN NEWSROOM”

This project aims to increase the understanding and skills of high school students when it comes to producing your own videos. It has got the goal to make everyday use of videos as a learning tool easier for upper secondary students. This way they will learn how to communicate better in an audiovisual format and they will also be better informed about how to distribute these videos, how to make sure that privacy and copyright are being respected and what the ethics of journalism are. The main intellectual output is a “YouTube” channel that includes video tutorials that encompass both the low-threshold use of videos in a variety of subjects and the general use of video journalism in phenomenom-based learning.

Taken from the projects summary:
http://www.liceomanzonicaserta.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/COMUNICAZIONI-N.36.pdf 




Monday 12.12.16


Introduction of the school

The first day of mobility we were welcomed by the principal Harvala Jukka of the Finnish school who introduced the school system in Finland and in particular the organisation of the school Raudaskylän Kristillinen Opisto.
Then we were divided into mixed groups, consisting of one Italian guy, one Romanian and two Finnish guys who showed us the school: the classrooms, the dormitories, the dining hall and the church.
Later all together we visited the lake near te school and then we returned for lunch.

First lesson
After lunch we gathered in the auditorium for the first lesson. Mr. Kangasluoma Jussi explained us how to communicate better in a project and to start we filled out a sheet. 
We had to ask five questions to five foreign guys to know each other better and to break the ice,
So after carrying out this activity we were divided into mixed groups to play a game in order to communicate better and to understand the other guys.

Second lesson

After a break Mr. Kangasluoma Jussi introduced the language of the cinema and in general three kinds of video to make in the following days, that are Tutorials, New inserts and Blogs.
To start we had to choose three adjectives to describe the Finnish school and divided into groups we had to make three videos of ten seconds to represent the three adjectives chosen.

Tasting some traditional sweets

After dinner we showed our videos shot previously to the other guys who had to understand the adjectives described in the videos.
Later we tasted some traditional sweets from all countries and we carried out some games. 
The aim of these activities was to know each other and to create a solid group.










Tuesday 12.13.2016
Introduction to the Video-Tutorials
From 9.00am to 10.50am, we students of the project “European Newsroom” gathered in the auditorium of the Finnish school Raudaskylän Kristillinen Opisto with the accompanying teachers Domenico Melone and Cristina Chiorescu. The Finnish teacher Jussi Kangasluoma,as well as explaining as general rules what the video tutorials were, he gave us two assignments and each group (made up of two Finnish guys, an Italian student and a Romanian student) had to choose the exercise which the most preferred. Thus the assignments were based on different subjects: the first one asked to search five qualities to make efficient a good speech and then to prepare a short speech with the properties previously searched; the second one asked to explain, thanks to some graphical representations, the second degree equations. During this meantime we students organized the work to be performed. 
Shooting of the Video-Tutorials 
From 11.40am to 1.00pm the shooting of the video-Tutorials took place. The four groups were going to different areas with different ideas. Classrooms were occupied for the graphical representations of the second degree equations, we were constantly looking for good shots and each of us helped in the best possible way to have good results. 
Editing of the Video-Tutorials
After having done the shooting of the video Tutorials, from 2.00pm to 4.00pm we dedicated ourselves to the editing of  the video Tutorials. We used the “Adobe Premiere Pro” program. The atmosphere was full of team spirit, cooperation and desire to make perfect every single filmed piece.  Just finished the editing of the four videos, Mr. Jussi gathered them in a pen-drive and reproduced them one by one to show all of us the work done during that day. When the playing finished he made us notice some mistakes and gave us some tips to make better the subsequent videos. 
Sledding and sauna at the ski lodge 
From 5.30pm to 11.00pm we spent our time at the ski lodge on a little hill. Just arrived we enjoyed ourselves thanks to the sledding. We were slipping into the snow, we were taking photos and videos, we spent fantastic hours in good company. When the fun ended, we went to the sky lodge where we found a fireplace. We roasted sausages and marshmallows. We ate, listened to music and talked. We talked about everything, about our countries, our traditions and also about topics more intimate and personal. Whereupon we did the typical Finnish sauna. We relaxed ourselves after a long day full of work and fun. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Wednesday 12.14.2016
Visit at “Oulu University LUMA-Center”
We left at 8.00 am from the school with a small bus to go visiting the “Oulu University”, everyone was very excited. As we arrived we were very surprised by the size and the style of the building both outside and inside. We liked to walk around and observe the students chatting, studying and eating. The building was very modern and practical.
At first, we visited an informatics laboratory where they develop some innovative software, for example: a research engine for films that looks for them by some information about their plot and not by their titles, a program connected to your smartphone that shows you the state of your home and that allows you to switch the light on and off and to conclude we tried a pair of virtual reality googles.
At second, we visited some optics laboratories.
At last the university’s “FabLab” where everyone can project and develop its own electronic device or robot and there the responsible for the University’s orientation explained us about enrolment procedures and the studies programmes the university offers.
Then we left at 12.00 for lunch at the restaurant “Vänammi”. 

Free-time in Oulu
From 1.15pm to 3.00pm the teachers Kangasluoma,Melone and Chiorescu gave us two hours to visit Christmas markets,shopping centres and Oulu city in general.  We were divided in some little groups. Some of us went to bars for eating typical sweets,others were buying souvenirs and others were taking photos of the city. Furthermore,Mr. Jussi showed us the “Toripolliisi” statue,which is a humorous representation of the local police,as well as a source of reference for all citizens. 
Baking Christmas treats
Returned from Oulu we gathered in the kitchen of the dining hall to bake some Christmas treats.
We were divided into three groups: the first two baked two kinds of biscuits, the third baked a stuffed pizza.  After we finished the work, we ate them all together in the dining hall.






Thursday 12.15.2016
Introduction to News Insert
After getting up and having breakfast, the lesson about the ethics of visual journalism started at 9.00 am. The Finnish teacher Mr. Jussi told us about a code of ethics that journalists have to respect:
· Objective writing;
· No stereotypes;
· Respect and dignity (special consideration to vulnerable subjects and compassion to victims of crimes or tragedys); 
· Respect of privacy principles;
· No alteration to the events;
· Editing should maintain integrity of pictures, they shouldn’t be modified in order to change their meaning;
· No payments to have scoops.
Then, he divided us in four groups (two of them made up of Finnish people, one of them of Romanian people and another one of Italian ones) and gave us an assignment for creating a news insert:
· Each group should search for information on Christmas traditions either of Italy, Romania or Finland;
· Each group should try to put many visual graphics in the video;
· Each group should interview a student and a teacher of the country chosen and should focus on how Christmas has changed during the years.
The shooting and the editing of the video
The Finnish groups chose to talk about both the Romanian and Italian Christmas, the Italian group chose to talk about Romanian one and the Romanian group chose to talk about the Finnish one.
1. The groups tried to put together as many informations as possible and to ask the country’s natives if it was correct;
2. The groups began to look for visual materials to use in the video on the Internet respecting the privacy principles;
3. After lunch the groups shot the interviews with their own cameras;
4. After the coffee break the groups began the editing process with Adobe Premiere Pro;
5. The videos were shown before dinner from 4.00 pm to 4.30 pm.


Little Christmas party in the auditorium
From 6.00 pm to 10.00 pm the Finnish students organised a great party for all of us and opened to everyone from the school, there was a wonderful atmosphere: good music, many lights and delicious food. At the very beginning everyone was a little bit shy and afraid, however after some time everyone began to dance and it became a very interesting cultural exchange. We danced not only contemporary pop songs, but also traditional songs and party songs from Romania, Finland and Italy. It was a big success!





















Friday 12.16.2016
“Video Blog” introduction
Also on Friday, as on the other days, we woke up for breakfast and we used our breakfast time to eat and then to talk with someone in the lobby or to go for a walk around in the school yard.
At 9.00 AM we had a class on “video blog”, in that class Jussi explained the characteristics of a video blog and also about how we can use it in the school system. Then he gave us an essay where we had to do our video blog, so we decided, following the essay, to make a video blog about the ideal speech that we expect from someone’s running for local election in our city. Once we decided the themes we wanted to include in the video, we outlined our schedule and then we went to have lunch at the dining hall.
As soon as we ended our lunch, first we decided to write the speech including all the three themes we chose giving special attention to the writing form and tones. We had, finally, all the materials we needed so we started to shoot the video and then we focused on the editing process. We chose a simple but at the same time incisive format for the editing with which we were able to highlight the three problems we chose and then the solutions that we thought. At the end of the editing process, we viewed all the works that also the other teams had done. 
Visit to Ylivieska
In the afternoon, the school organized a quick trip to visit the near city of Ylivieska, we got there by bus and after a quick tour around the city we visited the “burned church”. After that we went to the mall where someone of us decided to go shopping while others decided to find the last gifts to bring home, as soon as we were done we gathered in the mall parking to go back to the campus.
Traditional Christmas Feast with a Special Guest
The same night, once we came back from the city, we went to a typical Christmas Party that the school organizes every year, in that occasion we had the opportunity to feel the real Finnish Christmas spirit, we also had the opportunity to hear typical carols and to taste the typical Christmas dishes, all of this created a special atmosphere. The thanksgivings of the principal to the staff of the Raudaskylan Kristillen Opisto, to all of us exchange student and to our teachers fallowed the dinner. Then the successful completion of that Christmas party was the entrance of the “special guest” of the night such as a funny teacher dressed as Santa Claus who gave presents to all of us “Erasmus group”, to David the volunteer of the school and to the stuff of the school. 
Rehearsal of the Christmas Concert
At the end of the Christmas party, we decided to go to the rehearsal of the Christmas Concert, that night we had to say goodbye to our Romanian friends that had to leave that same night, after those goodbyes we chose to spend the last night with our Finnish friends in our dorm “Korho”.   

CONCLUSION
Summary of skills and knowledge acquired
Thanks to this project we have had the opportunity to improve our communication skills in English, furthermore we have developed new abilities in video-making and increased our cultural intelligence.
Difficulties encountered 
Despite the excellent results obtained, we have encountered some difficulties: the utilisation of the computer program Adobe Premiere Pro for video-editing.
Final considerations
In conclusion, we can state that this trip has led us to know a country, which is completely different from Italy and it has given us the opportunity to discover new cultures. Moreover, it also has brought us to face new challenges, which have allowed us to overcome our limits: to bear extremely cold temperatures, to live new experiences and to taste new types of food. Despite the initial shyness we have succeeded in communicating effectively and to make good friendships with the other participants to the project, that have been maintained even after the homecoming. 
Proposals for the continuation of the project 
At the end of this experience the project will go on with the stay in Romania in May and the stay in Italy in October. However, not only us for we have spent one week abroad are included in the project, but all the students of our school in Caserta have the opportunity to learn from our skills and knowledge, that we have acquired in Finland through the lessons about video-making. One of our final goals is indeed to spread. 

Written by:
Clemente Ilaria
Cristillo Sabrina
Guarino Vittoria
Vernazzani Vittorio

                                                                         To the kind attention of
The Liceo Statale A. Manzoni in Caserta Mrs. Adele Vairo
To the teachers included in the “European Newsroom” project
To all the participants to the “Europeans Newsroom” project
To all the students of the Liceo Statale A. Manzoni in Caserta
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